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Developing teacher competences for pluralistic approaches –
materials for teacher education

Our materials are composed Sequences of tasks / units to be used for teacher 
education:

vEach unit focuses on the development of one or more of the competences or attitudes 
listed in the framework of teacher competences for pluralistic approaches.

vEach unit is accompanied by a document containing indications to facilitate the use and/or 
adaptation by teacher educators

vThis document also contains a scenario to facilitate the adaptation by users of the proposed 
sequence or the creation of a different one

See the overview on the next slide
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A few extracts as examples

Each unit focuses on the development of one or more of the 
competences and attitudes listed.

The tasks proposed also allow for the development of other related
competences and attitudes.



Materials for teacher education– extracts –
target and related competences: an example

Competence targeted in this unit: 
Competence in exploiting the specific potential of pluralistic approaches for 
enhancing motivation for language and cultural learning. (Dimension 5)

Related competences and attitudes
• Having confidence in one’s own ability to use approaches that involve working with multiple languages, 

linguistic and cultural varieties including unfamiliar ones. (Dimension 1)
• Competence in organising one’s teaching as a multilingual space by offering plurilingual and intercultural 

experiences. (Dimension 5)
• Competence in creating a positive learning atmosphere towards linguistic and cultural diversity, 

plurilingualism/multilingualism. (Dimension 5)
• Competence in helping learners to draw on their linguistic and cultural repertoires for language learning . 

(Dimension 5)
• Competence in supporting and encouraging learners in activities specific to pluralistic approaches

(Dimension 5)
• Competence in prompting learners to reflect on ways of using their linguistic and cultural repertoires and 

their benefits.(Dimension 5)



Materials for teacher education– extracts –
target and related competences: another example



Materials for teacher education– extracts – examples
Extract of a unit focusing on the whole of Dimension 1: 

Commitment to values and principles for the use of pluralistic approaches



Materials for teacher education– extracts – examples of tasks

Extract from a sequence of tasks focusing on “Competence in helping learners to build 
informed representations of linguistic and cultural diversity” (Dimension 5)

In the first part of this unit, through various tasks, participants have:
- exchanged on their own representations of languages
- developed their ability to identify representations of languages in 

various texts and in learners’ discourses

Work is then carried out on how to address these questions with learners...



Materials for teacher education– extracts – examples of tasks



Materials for teacher education– extracts – examples of tasks

Extract from a unit targeting the attitude : Having confidence in one’s own ability to use 
approaches that involve working with multiple languages, linguistic and cultural 

varieties including unfamiliar ones. (Dimension 1 )

The participants are invited to watch a video of a teaching practice, and then:





Extract from a unit targeting « Competence in developing one’s didactic and pedagogical 
repertoire for pluralistic approaches»(Dimension 7) – engagement in a reflective approach.

Materials for teacher education– examples of tasks

The participants  are invited to read the descriptions of two educational projects 
inspired by pluralistic approaches.

They are then guided in reflection 
on the competences needed for this 
type of approach, as well as on and 
strategies for developing them.

(In Lourenço, M., Andrade, A. I., & Sá, S. (2018). Teachers’ voices on language 
awareness in pre-primary and primary school settings: implications for teacher 
education. Language, culture and curriculum, 31(2), 113-127). (traduit par nos soins) 



Materials for teacher education - examples of tasks
Throughout the unit and in particular at the end of it – in the evaluation 
phase – participants develop their reflective competences in this domain.

Auto-évaluation

Qu’est-ce que vous estimez avoir appris à faire pendant cette séquence?

Donnez un exemple de savoir que vous estimez avoir acquis pendant cette séquence. 
Donnez un exemple de représentation sur les langues que vous avez modifiée. 

Continuez la phrase suivante en fonction de comment vous vous sentez à la fin de cette 
Séquence: 
Lorsque je serai devant une situation délicate créée par les élèves en classe au sujet des 
langues, je….



Materials for teacher education –information and suggestions
for teacher educators  - examples

The materials are accompanied by guidelines for teacher educators 
to facilitate their use. Here is  an extract from a unit on dimension 1: 
Commitment to values and principles for the use of pluralistic approaches

Beforehand
- If necessary, do activities 1 and 2 of the unit on representations
- If participants need more information on "plurilingual and intercultural education“
they can refer to the glossary
- If participants need more information on plurilingual approaches, they can refer to 
the ECML documents on the FREPA website

https://carap.ecml.at/Accueil/tabid/3577/language/en-GB/Default.aspx


Materials for teacher education –information and suggestions
for teacher educators  - examples

Another example in the same unit: the guidelines for teacher 
educators explain the rationale behind the way the tasks are sequenced

Step 3 Pluralistic approaches: contribution to the promotion of the values already stated 

The tasks carried out in step 2 have raised participants’ awareness of important values for 
education and contributed to developing or confirming their commitment to these values. 
The next step is to discover that:
1. pluralistic approaches enable teachers to act in line with these values
2. the use of pluralistic approaches presupposes that teachers adhere to certain principles 
which will be discovered at the end of the task [...]



Materials for teacher education - Scenarios
Each unit is accompanied by a scenario, which has a double function:

v Provide an overview of the proposed tasks

vOffer alternatives, open up the possibility of other sequences that the 
teacher educator might want to create according to the characteristics of 
his or her audience (age of the learners, participants’ knowledge of 
pluralistic approaches, particular context, curriculum, …)

An example



Scenario – Extract from the scenario for a unit on dimension 1
Provides a quick overview of the different 
Steps of the proposed sequence…

… and suggestions for 
other alternatives. 

Aims Tasks Remarks



Extract from a scenario for a unit targeting the development of Competence in exploiting
exploiting the specific potential of pluralistic approaches for enhancing motivation for language 
and cultural learning. (Dimension 5)


